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LONG-LOST 1968 Shelby GT500
Finally Found. What’s So Special?



Club Purpose:  To provide a common meeting ground for Mustang owners and further the enjoyment of ownership; to include workshops, discussions 
and technical meetings; to promote a more favorable relationship with the general motoring public; to further the preservation and restoration of all 
Mustangs.

Who Can Join:  The club is open to all Mustang enthusiasts. Any individual or family can join. Ownership of a Mustang is not essential, but enthusiasm 
is. CVMC embraces the practice of encouraging diversity within the membership and involvement of the entire family in its membership and at all club 
events.

A Family Oriented Organization:  As a part of promoting family involvement in the club, children are allowed and in fact encouraged at all club functions. 
In deference to this family involvement and the driving of motor vehicles, consumption of alcoholic beverages is discouraged at club events except where 
the club is staying overnight and there is no potential for any drinking member or guest to get behind the wheel.

Dues:  For the first year only, $30 for a one year Active Membership, of which $5 will be an initiation fee and $25 for dues. For additional family members, 
Active Membership dues are $5 per member. Renewals are due each January. Renewal notices are not sent out. 

Central Valley Mustang Club, Inc.  •  P.O. Box 25964 • Fresno, CA 93729-5964
Phone: (559) 715-CVMC (2862)  •  Website:  www.cvmustang.org

Brandon Walker 2024
Joseph Colvin 2020-2023
Ron Dupras 2017-2019
Mark Gardner 2016
Jim Sanborn 2015
Paul Beckley 2012-2014
Allen Rasmussen  2011
Ron Deubner 2010
Jim Sanborn 2009
Wanda Hamshar 2008
Michael Metz 2006-2007
Jim Sanborn 2005
Doug Deffenbach 2003-2004
Christina De La Pena 2001-2002
Jim Sanborn 2000
Jay Sharmer 1999
Brian Massey 1997-1998
Jim Sanborn 1996
Ron Deubner 1995
Paul Beckley 1994
Dave Rose 1993
Paul Beckley 1989-1992

The Central Valley Mustang Club accepts paid advertising from legitimate businesses. CVMC does not necessarily endorse or accept responsibility for the quality or integrity of our advertisers’ services. 
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WEBMASTER
Paul Beckley  246-5721

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Garo Chekerdemian  906-7563

ADVERTISING
* Talk to a Member at Large

ADVERTISING RATES:
Classified Ads (3 Lines)
CVMC Members FREE
Non Members per issue $3.00
    with Photo $10.00

Business Card Ad
CVMC Members FREE

00.5$ eussI
Six Months $13.00
One Year $25.00

Double Business Card Ad (1/4 Page)
00.7$ eussI

Six Months $20.00
Half Page (One Year) $70.00
Full Page (One Year) $105.00
Half Page / Back Cover / One Year $80.00

board members
past presidents

monthly meeting Last Thursday of Each Month
EL PUEBLITO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
1437 Tollhouse Road • Clovis, CA (N/E Sunnyside & 3rd)
Dinner:  5:30 PM  •  Meeting: 6:30 - 8:00 PM

CVMC OFFICERS
Brandon Walker • President  288-0450
Dave Ward • Vice-President  289-2366
Susan Ward • Secretary  288-6352
John Briar • Treasurer  259-1437

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Diane Buranen 647-6034
Chris McKinney  281-8026
Isaiah Montion  696-7968
Cathy Stacy 240-4213
* Compliments or complaints should be presented
   to Members At Large. 

ACTIVITIES CHAIR
Mary Kokalis  229-3219
* Suggestions for activities should be directed to the
   Activities Committee.

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Linda Alexander  408-1584

MERCHANDISE CHAIR
Robin McCann  709-0830

SUNSHINE CHAIR
Lynnelle Beckley  977-1116



from the
president

from the
editor
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Come on, tell me I’m wrong...

Garo Chekerdemian
CVMC - Newsletter Editor

Greetings to all of you Mustangers!! 

We had our Easter potluck/bunny shot event on Saturday, April 
12.  We had a great turn out over 30 people attending. The brisket 
from Chef Paul was great! We had lots of members that brought 
homemade food this year. Thanks to Paul and Lynelle for hosting.  
We also had a time for beginners to shoot. It was a perfect day 
too! Later we had: Movie night at EAA showing Need for Speed.

Car show season has now officially started! VP Dave will have 
some fun events on our calendar for this year! We have several 
already: Jefferson & Suisun City in May, and more!

We had a birthday party for the anniversary of the Mustang on 
April 17 at Triangle Burger 3173 W Shaw. Joe made a ‘word 
puzzle’ with Mustang imbedded in there 61 times. Susan Ward 
was the winner! John Briar was 2nd.

The Clovis Rodeo parade on Sat April 26 and more fun things 
coming up! Our breakfast: The Train Depot,  3045 E Ashlan Ave in 
Fresno on the first Saturday of each month (all 12 months) from 
10:00 to 11:30/12:00 ‘ish’ at / NW corner First St/Ashlan Ave. Next 
one is Sat May 3. Next Spicy Mayo/movie night is May 10 Grand 
PRIX 1966.

Our own Greg Cohorst is a star….or more accurately his car is the 
star! He got to see firsthand what it is like to make a TV commer-
cial starring his car for the Chukchansi Casino – you may be able 
to ask Greg for his autograph! They hired his car for the commer-
cial. Congratulations Greg!

Our upcoming events: June 12 is the Minarets HS graduation for 
any convertible, we are working on a picnic lunch in town, an ice 
cream social too, so stay tuned for other upcoming events.

I believe that activities, including car shows, are the lifeblood of 
our club!

It is hard to be in a bad mood when you get to drive a Mustang! 
Have fun is our motto for the club!

Happy Mustanging to all of you for 2025!

Brandon Walker
CVMC President



next general meeting

May 29th, 2025
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MAY 2025

Check online for updates and additions

EL PUEBLITO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
1437 Tollhouse Road

(N/E Sunnyside & 3rd Clovis)
Dinner - 5:30 pm / Meeting - 6:30 - 8:00 pm

NEW MEETING PLACE / TIME!!!

APRIL:

Apr 3 Steffon Hicklin

Apr 8 Etta Hobbs

Apr 17 Ford Mustang

Apr 19 Lucas Kokalis

Apr 21 Patricia McKinney

Apr 27 Donald Evans

Apr 27 Isabella Garza

Apr 30 Ryan Medlock

be sure to check out
cvmustang.org

Events Calendar
Photo Gallery
Newsletters
Merchandise
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Who wants to win a prize?
This is an updated version of our split logo. I have made ?????? number of changes, some easy, 
some not so easy and you may have to do a little research.

Here’s what you gotta do:
1)  List the correct number of changes.

2)  List what the changes are.

At the next meeting we’ll pass out a sheet with your answers and the first three member that are 
correct, will receive a prize.

Good Luck!
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THE SCENE
Clovis Rodeo Parade

2025
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THE SCENE
Clovis Rodeo Parade

2025
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This car, a 1968 Ford Mustang Shelby GT500, was featured in a car magazine back in August 1968. Those who drove it 
pushed it well beyond its limits, took shots of the joy ride, and published the whole story. Years later, the car vanished 
without a trace. Now, it has been found.

This never-restored and long-lost 1968 Shelby GT500 comes with the celebrity factor. It was a magazine star, pushed to the max, 
and photographed from all the right angles. The car came with the 428-cubic-inch (7.0-liter) Police-Interceptor V8. In 1967, the 
Mustang Shelby came with dual four barrel carburetors. Things changed in 1968, as Ford switched to single-barrel carburetors.

A Ford C6 automatic transmission sent 355 horsepower (360 metric horsepower) and 420 pound-feet (569 Newton meters) of 
torque to the tarmac through the rear wheels. It did 0 to 60 mph (0 to 97 kph) in 6.9 seconds, ran the quarter mile in 14.9 seconds, 
and maxed out at 140 mph (225 kph).

Nothing to write home about by today's standards, right? But, hey, those were the 1960s, and the Shelby GT500 was labeled as a 
performance car for all the right reasons, which were different from the reasons of today.

The 1967 and the 1968 model years are easy to tell apart
With a front end totally redesigned compared to the 1967 Mustang made famous by Gone in 60 Seconds, the 1968 model year 
came exclusively with outboard lights, while customers could choose either inboard or outboard units for the previous model-year 
Mustang.

To tell the 1967 and the 1968 examples apart, headlights are a useful hint. Early models of the first generation got the Marchal head-
lights before switching to the Lucas units.

Shelbies rolled off the production line of the Shelby American Factory in Venice, California. Later on, production moved to Ford's 
Metuchen plant in New Jersey.

Built on the same assembly line as the C2 Chevrolet Corvette
Once completed, the cars were shipped by rail to A.O. Smith Corporation in Ionia, Michigan. The 1968 Shelbies shared the assem-
bly line with most of the C2 Corvettes. They had something in common: they both had noses, hoods, scoops, quarter panel exten-
sions, deck lids, and rear wings made from fiberglass.

But the material wasn't exactly the best choice, so the hood used to bow backward. To get rid of the problem, AO Smith Corporation

By: Elena Luchian Elena Luchian
Source: autoevolution.com

The Long-Lost 1968 Mustang Shelby GT500 Was
Finally Found. What's So Special About It?



which was specifically contracted for the fix shortened the hood by approximately 4 inches instead of the previous unit that 
stretched all the way to the bumper and used reinforced fiberglass plastic instead of fiberglass.

All cars rode on 15-inch steel wheels. Now, those wheels are wrapped in BFGoodrich tires.

All 1968 model year examples rolled off the production line for only nine months, between November 1967 and July 1968, in the 
shape of the GT350, the GT500, or the GT500KR, with the latter being manufactured starting in May 1968. Only 1,571 saw the 
light of day. During those nine months, the AO Smith also manufactured the Mercury Cougar XR-7G.

Each car had a rollbar welded in, had the taillights panels modified, and was assigned a special serial number with a special VIN 
plate attached to it, with a different pattern than those of the GT350 and the GT500KR, in the Ford factory.

Furthermore, each car got a set of rocker panel stripes, which came in black, white, or blue. This model has the white set, with 
the "GT500" letters and numbers inscribed on both sids, right next to the front fenders.

For 1968, all the chrome pieces were replaced by simulated wood grain in an attempt to move the model upmarket. Black uphol-
stery, with a fabric seating area and leather bolsters and headrests, was also on the menu.

This 1968 Ford Mustang Shelby GT500 has 29,345 miles on the clock, which proves it was pretty much a garage queen, with 
an average of only 506 miles per each of the 56 years since it drove through the factory gate.

A doctor from Virginia ordered this car new from the Koons Ford dealership in Falls Church, Virginia, in 1968 as a Sunday driver 
for his wife. It still retains the original dealer's sticker at the back. At the opposite end, there is a crack on the front end. One of 
the wife's friends reportedly sat there, and that was the aftermath.

One of the viewers of the channel identified the car was featured in Super Stock Magazine in August 1968. The Super Stock 
team tested the car back then. There is no doubt that it is the exact same car. Everything seems to match, and all the pieces of 
the puzzle fall into place. The dealership logo on the trunk lid and the front-mounted antenna are two of the evidence pieces.

The car is now for sale, but you will have to ask the Backyard Barn Finds team if you fancy driving this Shelby GT500 home. 

page 9



By: Brett Foote
Source: themustangsource.com
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Ford Motor Company has filed to trademark a 
Cobra logo with the UK Intellectual Property Office 
and the European Union Intellectual Property 
Office (EUIPO), Ford Authority has learned.

The Ford Authority Take
As Ford Authority reported one week  ago, The 
Blue Oval filed to trademark “Cobra” in both the UK 
and the European Union, and it did so under a 
broad array of goods and services categories – 
including not only things like motor vehicles, but 
also, replica and continuation models, EVs, bodies 
and parts, games, toys, and advertising. As pony 
car fans are already well aware, Cobra is known for 
its ties to a variety of Shelby models, as well as 
special high-performance variants of the Ford 
Mustang.

Cobra Logo Trademark Filing Hints At
New Ford Mustang Variant

It’s been a while since we last saw a Ford Mustang Cobra model sold new, so it’s certainly possible that The Blue Oval is mulling 
the idea of bringing it back, as these trademark filings indicate – or perhaps it’s intending to use that same moniker on something 
else entirely. What we do know is that Ford is mulling one or several new Mustang variants for the near future, in addition to the 
all-new Dark Horse that debuted alongside the S650 in the 2024 model year.

Back in January, the automaker filed to trademark “Boss” with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), signal-
ing a potential return for another famous model from Mustang history. Shortly thereafter, The Blue Oval also filed to trademark 
“Dark Horse Boss” with the European Union Intellectual Property Office. It’s also possible that the Shelby GT500 could be 
making a comeback, as Ford Authority recently spotted a pair of prototypes wearing S550-generation GT500 wheels and other 
unique features – including a roll cage inside the cabin, though that future variant could be called something different entirely.
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There's a loud stampede coming at us from the other side of that sandy dune. With every rev-match, it pops and crackles. When 
the wind deflects its roar just right, our ears catch the sound from what's likely a 700-hp 5.2-liter V-8 with a supercharger whining 
like a mosquito from hell. It's the Ford Mustang Raptor—a horse with Fox Live Dampers for legs and enough suspension travel 
to let you hustle down Michigan's bumpy I-94 highway without spilling your Vernors. What started with the F-150 Raptor, expand-
ed to the Bronco Raptor—and is awaiting the Ranger— spreads to the only car Ford sells today. It will require a little sacrifice on 
the part of the Mustang: while it will get all-wheel drive, it will go without a two-speed transfer case and will have no manual 
option (a reality Mustang Shelby GT500 owners are all too familiar with). That said, when it arrives in 2026, it should have all the 
necessary tools to be among the quickest Mustangs ever. And it will perform like that wearing mudflaps.

What's New for 2026?
Leaping over the barrier of what's never been done before, Ford's Mustang Raptor is all-new, though it's certainly lived as a 
fantasy in the hearts of pony-car (and likely Raptor) fans for a long time. Full details have yet to be revealed but expect more 
information as we crawl closer to the Mustang Raptor's launch date, which is expected sometime in 2026.

Pricing and Which One to Buy
The price of the 2026 Ford Mustang Raptor / Raptor R is expected to start around $90,000 and go up to $110,000 depending on 
the trim and options.

We speculate that Ford will follow formula that's similar to the F-150 Raptor's. It could well start with a base version that adds a 
significant bump in horsepower over the road-going V-8 model followed up by a Raptor R that drinks from a massive trough of 
torque. Like other Raptors, the starting pricing for the off-road Mustang will be as tall as its knobby tires.

more talk: 2026 Ford Mustang Raptor

By: Austin Irwin
Source: caranddriver.com
ILLUSTRATION BY BEN SUMMERELL-YOUDE/FOX SYNDICATION|CAR AND DRIVER
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Last Summer, Ford shocked much of the automotive world when it lapped a Mustang GTD around the Nürburgring 
Nordschleife in just 6:57:685. Well, apparently, that wasn't quite enough for the Blue Oval, so it decided to head back to 
Germany to lap the car again after tinkering with it. Because of its work with engineering partner Multimatic, Ford's beast of 
a Mustang just clocked a 6:52.072 lap time with Dirk Müller (the same driver as the first run) behind the wheel.

Knocking 5.5 seconds off a Nürburgring lap time is no simple task, and that's why Ford and Multimatic made the following 
changes to the Mustang GTD to squeeze just a little more out of this supercharged 5.2-liter V8 monster. It apparently took 
some of the lessons it learned after winning the Rolex 24 in Daytona. Here's what they changed, according to a Ford blog 
post:

 • Revised chassis tuning with increased torsional rigidity

 • Updated suspension hardware and alignment for even more precise, predictable handling

 • Aerodynamic tweaks for improved downforce

 • Powertrain calibration updates

 • Revised ABS and traction control behavior

 • New Active Spool Valve development

A dose of freedom
Ford now owns, by our estimate, the ninth-fasted Nürburgring Nordschleife lap time for a production car, falling just a 
smidge behind the 6:52:01 lap time set by the Lamborghini Huracán Performante LP640-4. Still, that's nothing to sneeze at 
— especially for something that started out as a humble Mustang.

Of course, the GTD is anything but a regular Mustang at this point. Limited to just 1,000 units, the GTD comes with all sorts 
of suspension, chassis, and aero upgrades — along with a nearly 50/50 weight distribution. It's also powered by a 5.2-liter 
supercharged V8 that puts out a Ford-estimated 815 horsepower and 664 pound-feet of torque through an eight-speed 
dual-clutch transmission. Oh, and it'll cost the lucky few who can afford one about $325,000. So no, it's not exactly a normal 
Mustang, but there's still a lot of "America, hell yeah!" in this thing.

By: Andy Kalmowitz
Source: jalopnik.com

Ford Mustang GTD Just Smashed Its Own
Nürburgring Lap Record
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OFFICIAL MERCHANDISE
C E N T R A L  V A L L E Y  M U S T A N G  C L U B
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Women's V-Neck T-Shirts • Men's T-Shirts
CVMC Embroidered Hat



PRIMARY MEMBER NAME:

Are you a current MCA (Mustang Club Of America) member?     Yes     No

MCA (Mustang Club Of America) Member Number:

Birthdate:

Address:               City:             State:          Zip Code:

Your Preferred Email:

Phone:      Cell Phone:

In an effort to maintain the privacy of our members, please select if you prefer to not publish your contact information in our 
membership lists.

  Yes, Please do not publish.     No, It is ok to share my information with other members.

Please select your choice. We WILL NOT sell or share your information with ANYONE outside the club membership.

SPOUSE:         Spouse's Birthdate:

Spouse's Email:        Spouse's Cell Phone:

Children's name(s) and birthdate(s):

1ST VEHICLE  -  Please enter your vehicle(s) information.

Vehicle Year *   Vehicle Make *     Vehicle Model *

Vehicle Color *    Speciality Vehicle?

2ND VEHICLE  -  Please enter your vehicle(s) information.

Vehicle Year *   Vehicle Make *     Vehicle Model *

Vehicle Color *    Speciality Vehicle?

How did you hear about us?

Membership Requirements: Insurance - Each active and honorary membership will be required to carry and produce to the Membership Committee evidence of public liability and 
property damage insurance as follows: a)In the minimum amount required by California law. B) Or, in individual cases, the amounts recommended by the Membership Committee or 
the Executive Board. This insurance must cover the car owner and any driver of that member's vehicle. Lack or, cancellation of a member's policy immediately invalidates his/her 
membership in this club. Operator's License - Each active and honorary member must have a valid vehicle operator's license at all times. Lack of, cancellation of, or expiration of this 
license immediately invalidates membership. 

Release of Damages: By submitting this document online, applicant / member agrees to hold the Central Valley Mustang Club, Inc. harmless for and to protect and defend the Officers 
and Club Members from any damages that may occur en route to, during, or from an event in which the applicant / member is involved. By submitting this document online, the submit 
button will constitute your signature as proof that the included information is true and accurate and that you agree to the requirements previously set forth.

Central Valley Mustang Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 25964 • Fresno, CA 93729-5964  •  Phone: (559) 715-CVMC (2862)  •  Website:  www.cvmustang.org

The Central Valley Mustang Club, Inc. is not a subsidiary company nor does it have any corporate or legal relationship with Ford Motor Company. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES: For the first year only, the sum of $30.00 for a on e year Active Membership, of which $5.00 will be an initial fee and $25.00 for dues. 
Thereafter, a member shall pay each January a $25.00 fee for dues. For additional family members, Active Membership dues are $5.00 per member.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Central Valley Mustang Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 25964 • Fresno, CA 93729-5964
www.cvmustang.org


